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Commissioner of Patents 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Customer Service Window, Mail Stop Amendment 

Randolph Building 

401 Dulany Street 

Alexandria, VA 22314 



Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 CFR §1 .56 and in accordance with 
the provisions of 37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98, the following information is brought to the 
attention of the Examiner for his or her consideration. 

The first three documents cited below are brought to the attention of the Examiner 
as being pertinent for having been cited in a search report of the PCT intemational 
application (PCT/FR2004/002216), of which the instant application is a national stage, a 
copy of which search report is attached: 

Intemational Application No. WO 02/49728 Al (SARABON et al.), published 

on June 27, 2002; 
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U.S. Patent No. 4,945.658 A (PROVENCE), issued on August 7, 1990; and 
French Patent Publication No. 2 565 117 A1 (SALOMON S.A.). published on 
December 6, 1985, an English language abstract of which is attached. 
The next group of documents cited below are brought to the attention of the 
Examiner as being pertinent for reasons given in the background section of the 
specification of the instant application and, if available, English language family member 
documents are also cited below: 

French Patent Publication No. 2 739 788 A1 (SALOMON S.A.), published on 
April 18, 1997; 

U.S. Patent No. 6,017,050 A (GIRARD), issued on January 25, 2000, is a 
family member of FR 788; 

French Patent Publication No. 2 742 060 A1 (SALOMON S.A.), published on 
June 13, 1997, for which an English language abstract is attached; 

French Patent Publication No. 2 782 652 A1 (SALOMON S.A.), published on 
March 3. 2000; 

U.S. Patent No. 6,499,761 B1 (QUELLAIS). issued on December 31 , 2002, is 
a family member of FR '652; 

Intemational Patent Publication No. WO 01/93963 A1 (HAUGLIN et al.), 
published on December 13, 2001 ; 

U.S. Patent No. 6,986,526 B2 (HAUGLIN), issued on January 17, 2006, is a 
family member of WO '963; 

Intemational Patent Publication No. WO 02/05907 A2 (GLADEK et al.), 
published on January 24, 2002 

Intemational Patent Publication No. WO 02/087710 A1 (KOGLER). published 
on November 7, 2002; 

U.S. Patent No. 6,957.827 B2 (KOGLERN), issued on October 25, 2005, is a 
family member of WO '710; and 
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European Patent Publication No. 0 878 218 A2 (ROTTEFELLA A/S), 
published on November 18, 1998. 

Finally, the following two documents are brought to the attention of the Examiner: 
U.S. Patent No. 4,842,293 A (ROCHARD), issued on June 27, 1989; and 
U.S. Patent No. 4,907,817 A (SCHWARZ), issued on March 13, 1990. 

A copy of each above-referenced non-U.S. document is attached. In addition, 
each above-referenced document is listed on one of the two attached PTO/SB/08A forms 
to pemriit the Examiner to indicate his or her consideration thereof. 

The Examiner is requested to consider the documents cited above and to confirm 
such consideration by appropriately initialing the listings on the PTO/SB/08A fomis and 
retuming a copy of the initialed fonns to Applicants. 

Any comments or questions conceming this application can be directed to the 
undersigned at the telephone or fax number given below. 



June 28, 2006 

GREENBLUM & BERNSTEIN, P.L.C. 
1950 Roland Clarke Place 
Reston. VA 20191 

703-716-1191 (telephone) 
703-716-1180 (fax) 



Respectfully submitted, 
Francois GIRARD et al. 




James L. Rowland 
Reg. No. 32,674 
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